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Absentee Voting & Expanding Electoral Participation 
Alyse Marie Frederick 
Department of Political Science, Chapman University; Orange, California
Hypotheses: 
H 1: Minority demographics are less likely 
to vote, therefore decreasing the cost of     
voting can aid in expanding electoral 
participation 
H 2: The Liberalizing of Absentee voting will 
minimize the cost  associated with voting, 
thus alleviating the necessity of knowing 
the location of a polling place 
H 3: Life responsibilities, such as the 
burden of child raising, will inhibit an 
individuals likelihood to vote at a polling     
place 
Introduction to Research
• This research seeks to identify the 
power liberalization of voting has on 
expanding the electorate to include 
demographics commonly 
underrepresented in the democratic 
process.
• Initially absentee voting was 
established during WWI as a means to 
allow soldiers displaced by war to 
participate in voting. 
• While many states now allow for 
anybody to vote via an absentee ballot    
Currently in the United States 22 states 
require an excuse for voters to be 
eligible for an absentee ballot.  
• The state of California provides its 
residents the option to permanently 
vote absentee. While the state of 
Oregon has switched to absentee only 
elections. 
  
Findings 
H 1: Participation by Demographic 
• It has been identified that minority groups have 
lower electoral participation rates in comparison to 
their counterpart white voters. Graph 1 provides a 
brief visualization of participation rates in 
accordance to demographic in the state of 
California. Not only does this graph reveal the lower 
rates in which minority citizens vote absentee, but 
also the drastically low rate that they vote in general. 
It is important to keep in mind states very in the 
regulations they place on absentee ballot 
accessibility. 
H 2: Precinct Accessibility  
• Graph 3 provides a visualization of how a lack of 
accessibility to voting inhibits participation. For this 
example, the simple knowledge of where to go to 
vote is examined. In this chart it can be seen that 
over a thousand individuals did not vote, merely on 
the fact that they did not know where to go. Voting 
can be thought of as being comparable to a cost  
benefit calculation. Thus, the decision to vote 
absentee or any method of voting are effected by 
the effort required (cost) to vote at a polling place. 
Therefore, the liberalization of absentee voting could 
stimulate participation through minimizing costs 
associated with voting, by eliminating the necessity 
of voting at a precinct. 
H 3: Familial Responsibility 
• Graph 2 provides insight on one of the most drastic 
variables that defies demographic categorization. It 
can be identified that the burden of raising a child 
inhibits an individuals availability to vote at a 
precinct.  A drastic decline can be seen in comparing 
the voting results of individuals with children in their 
household comparison to individuals without 
children. Given that the Government estimates that 
currently there are 74.3 million children in the United 
States, 24.7 million of which are under the age of 11, 
poses quite a challenge in the execution of a direct 
democracy. Thus, creating an opportunity for 
liberalized absentee voting to provide assistance. 
The extension of time an absentee ballot gives the 
voter provides an increased opportunity for a 
caregiver to exercise their electoral voice. 
Acknowledgments 
Great appreciation goes to the  
Ludie and David C. Henley Research Lab at  
Chapman University, Wilkinson College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, and  
Dr. Anne Gordon for her knowledge and guidance. 
References  
Alvarez, Michael R., Ines Levin, and Andrew J. Sinclair. "Making Voting Easier: Convenience Voting in the 2008 Presidential Election." Political Research Quarterly 65.2 (2012): 248-62. SAGE. Web. 
Barreto, Matt A., Matthew J. Streb, Mara Marks, and Fernando Guerra. "Do Absentee Voters Differ from Polling Place Voters? New Evidence from California." The Public Opinion Quarterly 70.2 (2006): 224-34. JSTOR.  
Web. 
Barreto, Matt A., and Ricardo Ramirez. "Minority Participation and the California Recall: Latino, Black, and Asian Voting Trends, 1999-2003.” American Political Science Association 37.1 (2004): n. pag. JSTOR. Web. 26 Nov. 2014. 
Dubin, Jeffrey A., and Gretchen A. Kalsow. "Comparing Absentee and Precinct Voters: A View Over Time." Political Behavior 18.4 (1996): 369-92. JSTOR. Web. 
Dyck, Joshua J., and James G. Gimpel. "Distance, Turnout, and the Convenience of Voting*." Social Science Quarterly (n.d.): n. pag. Web.  
Kousser, Thad, and Megan Mullin. "Does Voting by Mail Increase Participation? Using Matching to Analyze a Natural Experiment." Political Analysis 15.4 (2007): 428-45. JSTOR. Web. 
Montjoy, Robert S. "The Changing Nature ... and Costs ... of Election Administration." Public Administration Review (2010): n. pag. Web. 
Oliver, Eric J. "The Effects of Eligibility Restrictions and Party Activity on Absentee Voting and Overall Turnout." American Journal of Political Science 40.2 (1996): 498-513. JSTOR. Web. 
Valasek, Justin M. "Get Out The Vote: How Encouraging Voting Changes Political Outcomes." Economics & Politics 43.3 (2012): n. pag. Web. 
Xu, Jun. "Why Do Minorities Participate Less? The Effects of Immigration, Education, and Electoral Process on Asian American Voter Registration and Turnout." Social Science Research 34 (2005): 682-702. Elsevier. Web. 
"Population." ChildStats.gov Forum on Child and Family Statistics. The United States Government, n.d. Web. <http%3A%2F%2Fwww.childstats.gov %2Famericaschildren%2Ftables.asp>. 
              Graph 1 
Graph 2
Graph 3
